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Applied Childhood Studies Program BA

Facts about the Applied Childhood Studies Program BA
• Location: Stendal, Germany
• Degree: Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)
• Duration: 6 semesters
• Application deadline: Regular Students 15. September, via uni-assist: August 15, for international students: 31 May

• Admission requirements: Proof of a German-recognized higher education entrance qualification
• Accreditation: Carried out by the quality system of Magdeburg-Stendal University of Applied Sciences
• Semester fee: EUR 300,80
• Total ECTS: 180 ECTS (ca. 30 ECTS per Semester)
• Semester start: October 1 (winter) / April 1 (summer); ends: March 31 (winter) / September 30 (summer)
• Lecture period: mid-October to early February / mid-April to mid-July (total of 14 weeks)
• Teaching language: Mainly German, some courses may be taught in English
• German language skills: Goethe Certificate C2, DSD II (language diploma of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education 

and Cultural Affairs) or DSH II (German language test for university admission), TestDaF (at least 16 points & at least level 3 in the
sub-tests), TELC German C1 University or ÖSD C2 (Austrian German Certificate) or passing the assessment test at a university
preparatory course

UNIVERSITY ADMISSION:

• Check visa requirements here!

• International Office website

• Info for regular students

• Info for exchange students

• Country-specific recognition info: 

DAAD Database on Admission 

Requirements or anabin portal 

(available only in German)

• Apply via uni-assist! 

• Info about the study program

December 2025

Focus areas
The Bachelor program Applied Childhood Studies is oriented towards social sciences and children’s rights, focusing on the question of how childhood and children’s lives are shaped 
socially. In the center stand the interests of children and their agency – their ability to act in existing power relations and to shape their own lives. The study program integrates various 
disciplines, in particular sociology, political science, psychology, social pedagogy, migration studies, and health studies. It considers children’s interests – as individuals and as a 
social group – as well as the social structures of childhood and their formation from a multidisciplinary perspective. In Applied Childhood Studies, children’s living conditions and life 
worlds are considered from multiple perspectives. The study program has a strong practical orientation, with a focus on implementing the UN-Convention on the Rights of the Child in 
professional fields related to childhood and youth – at the local, national, and international level. The program is connected locally, regionally, nationally, and transnationally within 
networks relevant to childhood studies. Students may complete a study semester or internship abroad and can participate in the English-language international semester Diversity – 
Inclusion – Participation as students@home.

Career Perspectives
• in policy consulting as well as in non-governmental organizations,

• in children’s offices and as child commissioners at the municipal, state, and federal level,

• in leadership and staff positions in institutions working with children, adolescents, and families,

• in project and educational work with children and families as well as with professionals,

• in counseling and guidance for children and families,

• in networking activities within child and youth welfare services and other child- and family-related networks,

• in health promotion, organizational development, and community development in environments shaped by the lives of children, adolescents, and families.

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/visa-service/231148-231148
https://www.h2.de/no_cache/en/the-university/international.html
https://www.h2.de/no_cache/en/the-university/international/routes-to-the-university/international-students/degree-studies.html
https://www.h2.de/no_cache/en/the-university/international/routes-to-the-university/international-students/exchange-studies.html
https://www2.daad.de/deutschland/nach-deutschland/voraussetzungen/en/57293-database-on-admission-requirements/
https://www2.daad.de/deutschland/nach-deutschland/voraussetzungen/en/57293-database-on-admission-requirements/
https://anabin.kmk.org/cms/public/startseite
https://www.uni-assist.de/en/
https://www.h2.de/no_cache/en/studies/bachelors-programmes/applied-childhood-studies.html
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Curriculum for the Bachelor of Applied Childhood Studies
(Status 2016)

1. 

Semester

Introduction to Childhood 

Studies*

– Introduction to University Studies

– Biographical Work

– Health Practice

– English for Specific Purposes 

6 hrs/week, 6 ECTS*

*Students choose 3 out of 4 courses

Social Sciences and Pedagogy 

Fundamentals I: 

– Fundamentals of Sociology 

– Sociology of the Family / Socialization 

Theory

– Educational and Upbringing Processes from 

a Pedagogical Perspective I:

• Introduction to Education

• Introduction to Social Pedagogy

8 hrs/week, 12 ECTS

Educational and teaching processes 

from a pedagogical perspective I:

– Introduction to Pedagogy

– Introduction to Social Pedagogy

5 hrs/week, 11 ECTS

Childhood Studies Related Disciplines I:

– Introduction to General Psychology

– Introduction to Developmental Psychology 

– Child Health I: Health Promotion for Children, 

Adolescents, and Families

– Politics I: Introduction to Social and Family Policy

8 hrs/week, 12 ECTS

2. 

Semester

Practice I: 

– Children's Lives and Children's 

Cultures I: four-week practical 

training including preparation and 

follow-up work

Social Sciences and 

Pedagogical Foundations II: 

– Sociology of Childhood

– Theoretical Foundations of 

Childhood Studies

4 hrs/week, 5 ECTS

Educational and teaching processes 

from a pedagogical perspective II:

– Methods of Social Pedagogy

– Practical Session

4 hrs/week, 5 ECTS

Childhood Studies Related Disciplines II: 

– Politics II: Children's Politics and Law 

– Developmental Psychology – Advanced

– General Psychology II, Social Psychology or Child 

Development, Illness and Disability*

6 hrs/week, 9 ECTS

*Students choose 1 out of 3 courses

Project and 

social management

5 hrs/week, 11 ECTS

3. 

Semester

Practice II: 

– Children's Lives and Children's 

Cultures II

– Project Studiy I

6 hrs/week 8 ECTS 

Social Sciences and Pedagogical Foundations III:

– Quantitative Methods of Social Research

– Qualitative Methods of Social Research

– Lecture series + Reflection

– Ethics of social

– Ethics of Social Pedagogy

10 hrs/week, 10 ECTS

Childhood Studies Related Disciplines III: 

– Equality and Difference in Childhood – Introduction to Diversity Studies

– Diversity with Special Focus: Gender Studies, Queer Studies, Critical 

Race Studies or Disability Studies* 

– Health Sciences and Child Health

– Politics III: Advanced Legal Studies for Childhood Studies Practice

8 hrs/week, 12 ECTS
*Students choose 1 out of 2 courses

4. 

Semester

Practice III: 

– Children's Lives and Children's

Cultures III 

– Project Study II

7 hrs/week 9 ECTS

Social Sciences and Pedagogy IV 

– Social Pedagogy 

– Sociology of Youth

– Youth (Social) Work: Youth Cultures and Political Socialisation, 

or Adolescence as a Crisis*

6 hrs/week 10 ECTS
*Students choose 1 out of 2 courses

Childhood Studies Related disciplines IV: 

– Biological Aspects of Child Development (Neuroscience: The Child’s 

Brain, or Health Policy, Genetics, and Public Health 

– Diversity and sexuality in Childhood and Adolescence

– International Education and Social Systems

6 hrs/week 11 ECTS

5. 

Semester

Internship semester – 20-week internship including preparation and follow-up work 2 hrs/week 30 ECTS

6. 

Semester

Social Management in Childhood Studies

– Project and Concept Development

– Reflection and Change of Pedagogical Practice

4 hrs/week 8 ECTS

Childhood Studies Related Disciplines V: 

– Electives: Inclusive Pedagogy and Structural Inequality, Child Health III: Health 

Promotion and Prevention in Childhood and Adolescence or Politics IV: Participation and 

Law

– Children’s Lives and Children’s Cultures IV

6 hrs/week 8 ECTS

Bachelor Thesis

2 hrs/week 14 ECTS

*hrs/week: study time per week at h2
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